A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
People built and sculptured and wrote less and less well. It
became more and more difficult to keep up the roads and the
Imperial posting system. The knowledge of old learning also
gradually got weaker. The less civilised people (Germans,
some Slavs, Arabs, and outer Celts) who came in from beyond
the frontiers were more and more frequently met with in all
parts of society, even the highest. Looting parties from beyond
the frontiers, coming into the civilized and wealthy Empire
for plunder, became more frequent and numerous. It became
more and more difficult to collect the taxes in the West* The
great slave population got more and more fixed to the soil,
and was less bought and sold, and also did less work than before.
Those who exercised political authority found it harder to make
themselves obeyed at a distance.
Causes of the Change* The main causes of this late
change in the Roman Empire, particularly its decline in the
West, were:
 (1)	The removal of the main centre of government to Constanti-
nople*   This meant that the mass of taxation was gathered
towards that centre and that it had the spending of the Imperial
treasury funds, so that the more distant West, and especially
England, the extreme province overseas, tended to be starved
of government pay for communications, armies, etc.
 (2)	The fact that Roman Imperial civilization had spread
outward beyond the legal frontiers.   There was a Roman main
road from Cologne, for instance, towards the mouths of the
Weser and Elbe; the valley of the Main was filled with homes
and towns after the civilized manner, although these were far
outside the legal limits of the Empire on the Rhine and Danube*
Roman merchants and coinage penetrated to the Baltic, and
missionaries spread the Catholic religion—or heresies—-every-
where in an outer fringe beyond the frontier, and brought with
them the arts of building and writing and a quantity of Roman
and Greek words and ideas.    Thus those who had been
Barbarians—especially the Germans—were beginning to be
half-civilized, understood Roman ways, took up Roman notions,
learned to build and travel in ships more or less after the
Roman fashion when they lived on the sea-coasts (like the
Frisians and maritime Saxons), and to drill troops also after the
Roman fashion when they were inland men (like the Goths)*
This made their admixture with Roman citizens within the
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